Related literature
The structures of Zn II complexes with ligands stabilizing comparable complex geometries can be found in Barnard et al. (2009) , Ryu et al. (2003) or Tanase et al. (2001) . In Tanase et al. (2001) , the ligands show comparable N,N,O,O-coordination with respect to a different ligand backbone whereas in Ryu et al. (2003) and Barnard et al. (2009) , the ligands with N,N,N,Ncoordination are diaminobenzene derivatives. In Fuchs et al. (2014) , a mononuclear Zn complex is presented with the same ligand but a dmso molecule in the coordination sphere of the metal stabilizing a different complex geometry. For the synthesis, see: Jä ger et al. (1985) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Zn(C 18 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ).
Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2007 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 2007) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL2013 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 2012) ; software used to prepare material for publication: publCIF (Westrip, 2010) .
Supporting information for this paper is available from the IUCr electronic archives (Reference: NK2220).
Comment
The polymeric chain structure of title compound can be described by single units of to a Zn-centre mer-η Ryu et al. (2003) , or Tanase et al. (2001) , even if for the latter case larger structural deviations are observed due to larger structural differences in the ligand constitution.
Experimental
N, benzene-1,2-diamine was synthesized from 1,2-diaminobenzene and 2-cyano-3-methoxypropanoic acid ethyl ester according to Jäger et al. (1985) . Under an argon atmosphere 5.00 g (14.1 mmol) N,N′-bis(2-cyanoethylpropenoyl)-1,2-diaminobenzene is suspended in 75 ml thf. 14.1 ml diethyl zinc solution (1M in hexane, 14.1 mmol) is added under stirring. The reaction mixture is stirred overnight, the solvent is removed under reduced pressure leaving 2 as a deep yellow solid (5.88 g, 14.1 mmol, 99.8%). Single crystals are obtained by recrystallization from dimethylsulfoxide in an open laboratory beaker glass.
Refinement
The positions of the H atoms are calculated on geometrical positions according to the hybridization of the atoms they are bound to. The isotropic U values of these hydrogen atoms are refined in groups with respect to the hybridization of the atoms where they are bound to. 
